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Have you ever been in a small-group Bible study where the leader read a passage from the Bible and then 

invited the members of the group to share what the passage meant to them? God wants to speak to each 
person individually through the Bible, but such an approach to group study can often be a frustrating and 
shallow experience for both leader and participants.  And while the same passage can speak in various ways 
into people’s lives, the meat of the Word is found in what the biblical writer intended to say about God and 
our relationship to him. 

The Bringing the Bible to Life series is for those who are ready to move from a surface reading of the Bible 
into a deeper understanding of God’s Word.  But the Bible, though perhaps familiar, was written in ancient 
languages and in times quite different from our own, so most readers need a bit more help getting to a deeper 
understanding of its message. A study that begins and ends with what a passage “means to me” leaves the 
meaning of the passage unanchored and adrift in the thoughts — and perhaps the misunderstanding — of 
the reader. But who has time to delve into the history, language, cultures, and theology of the Bible? That’s 
the work of biblical scholars who spend their lives researching, teaching, and writing about the ancient 
Scriptures. The need is to get the fruit of all that research into the hands of those in small-group Bible 
studies. 

Zondervan’s NIV Application Commentary (NIVAC) series was written to bring the best of evangelical 
biblical scholarship to those who want to know both the historical meaning of the biblical text and its 
contemporary significance. This companion series, Bringing the Bible to Life, is intended to bring that 
material into small-group studies in an easy-to-use format. Pastors, Christian education teachers, and small-
group leaders whether in church, campus, or home settings will find these guides to be an enriching resource. 

Each guide in the series provides an introduction to the biblical book that concisely summarizes the 
background information needed to better understand the original historical context. Six to twelve sessions 
per guide, with each session consisting of eleven to twelve discussion questions, allow a focused study that 
moves beyond superficial Bible reading. Relevant excerpts from the corresponding NIVAC commentary 
provide easy access into additional material for those interested in going even deeper. A closing section in 
each session assists the group in responding to God’s Word together or individually. 

 
If you want to move from the biblical text to contemporary life on solid ground, this series has been written 
for you. 
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